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     Greetings to you this Advent season. This time of 

year is often a time filled with business and 
celebrations. Advent is meant to be a time of wonder 

and waiting. I hope each of us can take some time to 

slow down within this season of waiting to deeply 

consider what the birth of Jesus can mean for us 

today.  

     This year we will be singing the hymn “Star Child” 

each Sunday of Advent. It’s a touching song that was 

written in 1994 by Shirley Erena Murray. It reminds 
us of the story of Jesus’ birth with the star shining 

over Bethlehem, but also draws us into our current 

times with the needs of children this day.  
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     Verse two is especially powerful reminding us of the children often hurt and overlooked. When 
I hear this verse, I am reminded of the young people who are in our juvenile detention centers. 
The girls I met in the detention center in Martinez left a big impact on my heart. They were  
wonderful and had absolutely no idea just how wonderful they were. I talked with girls who were 
obviously bright, some were funny, and others were artistically talented. Some shared a little 
about their home life as a child. As we decorated felt stockings that would be filled for them on 
Christmas morning, one girl shared that she had never had a stocking before. She had been 
raised by her dad, and they never could afford much at Christmas. It was evident that their  
childhoods were very different from my own.  
 
     This Christmas I am also thinking about children whose families were displaced by wildfire. 
They are facing tough times and it will be quite some time before a sense of normalcy returns.  
The fifth verse of “Star Child” is hope filled and is exactly what we need to hear today. It says, 
“Hope for peace child, God’s stupendous sign, down to earth child, Star of stars that shine.” This 
is who Christ is, the one who brings hope and light into the world. This is who we are also called 
to be, light bearers bringing hope to all we encounter.  
 
     This year we will have two opportunities through our ministry and mission work at St. Mark’s to 
help these children. We will again be collecting $10 Safeway gift cards for girls being released 
from the juvenile detention center. This gives the girls a resource to buy food or other needed 
items they may need immediately.  
 
     We will also be having a benefit concert for the Camp Fire victims. Accomplished jazz guitarist, 
Mark Holzinger, will be performing at St. Mark’s on Thursday, December 13th from 7:00 to 8:30 
pm. We need your help selling tickets at $20 each. 100% of the funds raised will be given to 
United Methodist Committee on Relief and earmarked for the recovery efforts taking place in 
Paradise and surrounding areas affected by the fires.  
 
     These are two simple but important ways you can be a light bearer and hope bringer in our 
world. The refrain of this year’s Advent song says, “This year, this year, let the day arrive when 
Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive!” Be a star child, and feel your heart glow with 
gladness. May God’s blessings fill your life with song during this season of wonder and waiting. 
 

Shalom, 
Rev. Michele Robbins 

NOTE:  Thursday’s performance by Mark Holzinger to benefit Camp Fire relief through 
UMCOR was a lovely evening.  Over 30 attended and $880 was donated.  As we send 
our check to the effort in Paradise through the United Methodist Committee on Relief we 
can only imagine how our significant donation, combined with others from many  
congregations will make a difference to those who suffered this tragic fire.  We mourn and 
pray for the losses and we celebrate the assistance we are part of providing. 
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Moraga Royale  
1600 Canyon Road in Moraga 

1:00 p.m.each fourth Sunday 

In December, on the 23rd 

Come and join the comforting beauty of candlelight,  
Taize songs, and Community on Thursday at 7:00.   

This service will provide safe space to find  
the Holy in Darkness on this longest night of the year. 

December 2018 
 

     13          Rajit Rajappa 

     13          Cliff Dochterman 

     19          Ying Wong 

     28         Elise Goetzl 

 

Service to Observe our Shortest DayService to Observe our Shortest DayService to Observe our Shortest DayService to Observe our Shortest Day    

 

Thursday, December 20 

7:00 p.m. 

at St. Mark’s 

Birthday Celebrations 

By not having a SPIRE since September, we have missed sharing dates of birthday s and anniversaries.   

Actually, our list has many gaps in it.  If you have not let us know your celebration dates, please do so.  Also 

the Spire and weekly updates are in process of being reformatted.  You will see changes soon.  And, the Spire 

editor welcomes any photos you take of church events and gatherings.  Email them, rather than text, please 

and Thank You.    

January 2019 
 

     13          Cole Goetzl 

     23          Tom Robbins 

 

February  2019 
 

     3          Svea Joan Peter 
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Celebrate the Birth of Love 
 

Monday, December 24 

at 5:00  p.m. 
 

Family service with candlelight, 

carol singing, story, and community 

Join in community to welcome the long-awaited birth of the Infant Jesus.  Invite family, friends, 
neighbors, and strangers to experience the events of long ago.  We listen once again to the 
verses from the second chapter of the Gospel of Christ according to Luke.  We sing again “Away 
in a Manger,” and at the end go forth into the night knowing beyond all doubt that, truly, “Christ, 
our Savior is Born, Christ our Savior is Born.”   
 

There were, in that same region, shepherds abiding in the fieldThere were, in that same region, shepherds abiding in the fieldThere were, in that same region, shepherds abiding in the fieldThere were, in that same region, shepherds abiding in the field    

The Birth of Jesus as told in Luke 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and lineage of David. He went 
to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was great with child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

The Shepherds and the Angels 
In that region there were shepherds abiding in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among all.” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they 
saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. 
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Say Something: Stopping Violence Before It Occurs 
An Interactive Workshop at St. Mark’s  

    
January 13, 2019 

Sunday afternoon at 1:30 
Yvonne Murray, facilitator 

     Too often, the headlines include anther report of gun violence – at school, at work, at the mall or 
movie theatre.  The violence often seems random and unexpected.  It’s becoming harder and harder to 
feel safe, hard to know what we can do to make our communities safer. 
 
     This interactive workshop is designed to empower individuals and communities to reduce gun  
violence. You will learn how to recognize the warning signs that someone is at risk of violence to  
themselves or others, and learning how to take action to intervene.   
 
     If we know when someone is in pain, we can reach out and support them in getting help.   
Together, we can help make our communities safer by knowing when and how to take action. 

     Yvonne Murray has 20+ years of leadership in the 
technology space and community activism working to 
solve critical social problems.  Her strong sense of  
purpose, along with a talent for collaboration, and her 
ability to get things done are a powerful combination both 
in business and her work in the community.  Yvonne is 
known for balancing a practical, pragmatic approach to 
problem solving, with a deep and compassionate  
understanding of the personal impact.  By looking at both 
hard data and personal impact, she is able to find  
common ground for collaborative problem solving on  
difficult topics. 
 

     Yvonne has personal experience losing a family member to gun death violence by suicide.  
She has been actively working to ensure the safety of our community by providing workshops and 
supporting safe, responsible gun ownership.  Yvonne is currently the Faith Outreach Lead for the 
Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense Peninsula Group.  

Note:  Rev. Michele has invited Yvonne Murray to present this timely workshop at St. Mark’s. 

It is a highly recommended experience in today’s conflicted culture, and receives many strong 

positive testimonials.  As with all gatherings at St. Mark’s, this event is open to our community.  

Please let Michele know if you can help with spreading the word.  Publicity help is needed.   

 

Please ask Michele how you can help, and mark your calendar for this date. 



 

 

    

Calendar for December 2018 
 
Special Dates:    Winter Solstice Service, Thursday Dec 20, 7:00 p.m. 

 

   Sunday, December 23, 1:00 p.m. Hymn Sing 

    at Moraga Royale, 1600 Canyon Road, Moraga 

 

   Monday, December 24, 5:00 p.m. 

   Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 

Sunday December 16 11:00 Worship Celebration followed by lunch fellowship 
    Third Sunday in Advent, “Joy” 
 
Wednesday Dec 19  9:00 a.m. Guided Meditation 
 

Thursday, Dec 20 7:00 p.m. Winter Solstice Service with candlelight, Taize singing 

 
Sunday Dec 23 11:00 Worship Celebration followed by lunch fellowship 
   Fourth Sunday of Advent 
   1:00 Hymn Sing at Moraga Royale, all are invited. 
    

Monday Dec 24 5:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

   Invite neighbors, everyone, to welcome Jesus’ birth in community 
 
Wednesday Dec 26  9:00 a.m. Guided meditation 
 

December 2018—page 6 

Ongoing events in the life of St. Mark’s 
 

 Every Week:  Mondays 9:00 a.m. Yoga 
    Mondays 7:30 p.m. AA Men’s Meeting 
    Tuesdays 6:00 p.m. Yoga 
    Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. Guided Meditation 
    Thursdays 9:00 a.m. Yoga  
    Fridays 6:00 p.m. Yoga 
    Fridays and Saturdays—Pastor’s Sabbath 
 
 
Last Wednesday of each month:   Family-centered Worship at 5:30 
     Meal, story, song, activity, community 
 
Fourth Sunday of each month: Hymn-sing at Moraga Royale at 1:00 p.m. 
     1600 Canyon Road in Moraga 
 All Welcome, come and choose a favorite hymn, visit some good friends! 
  


