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Charge Charge Charge Charge     

ConferenceConferenceConferenceConference    
Saturday Nov 4Saturday Nov 4Saturday Nov 4Saturday Nov 4    

2:00 p.m. 2:00 p.m. 2:00 p.m. 2:00 p.m.     

    Concord UMCConcord UMCConcord UMCConcord UMC    
Circuit church neighborsCircuit church neighborsCircuit church neighborsCircuit church neighbors    

Clergy bandClergy bandClergy bandClergy band    

Michele’s Uganda Michele’s Uganda Michele’s Uganda Michele’s Uganda     

Mission Story presented Mission Story presented Mission Story presented Mission Story presented     

 

Friday Nov 3 

World Community 

Day Gathering  

at St. Mark’s 
9:30 coffee 

10:00 program 

Special Speaker 
details inside 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

Hello friends, 
 

I have had many of you ask me for information about 

my mission trip, so this month I am including a letter I 

wrote to the Board of Ordained Ministry about it. I will 

be giving a presentation at our Charge Conference on 

Nov. 4, 2:00 pm at Concord UMC. I hope you can make 

it. I am delighted to let you know that our circuit has 

adopted this work as our conference project!  

 

Happy Reading!  
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 It was my pleasure to have the experience of working with women from Uganda and Ma-

lawi this fall. On this UMVIM mission trip, I had the advantage of working with the best team 

one could ask for. Rev. Dr. Michael Christensen, author, professor, and chairperson of WorldHope 

Corps International, organized the team and lead us in true Shalom fashion. Communities of 

Shalom is an international assets based community development movement. Michael oversaw the 

completion of training for new shalomers. At the men’s workshops in Uganda, he helped chal-

lenge the idea that HIV/AIDS is a punishment from God, a prevalent thought in Uganda. Michael 

also worked with local boards in Uganda and Malawi to problem solve desperate situations.  

 

Dr. Caroline Njuke, a Uganda native living in 

the USA, former Assistant General Secretary of the 

General Board of Global Minstries, WorldHope 

Corps board member, Africa University board mem-

ber, and member of an advisory development com-

mittee for a foundation that empowers women and 

girls in Africa, also joined our team. She was instru-

mental in helping us to share across diverse cultural 

contexts and helping me to understand the need for 

trainings before offering micro-loans for new 

women’s cooperatives.  

Dr. Doug Smith, an expert in HIV/AIDS edu-

cation, board member of WorldHope Corps, partner 

in the United Methodist Global AIDS Committee 

and lay member of Open Door UMC in Richmond, 

CA, brought his knowledge and flair for teaching 

about HIV/AIDS and how to reduce both stigmatiza-

tion and mother to child transmission. In true Doug 

Smith style, he broke myths and taught the truth 

about transmission and how to support people who 

have tested positive.  

 

My part on the team was to facilitate and co-lead the women’s workshops that focused on re-

ducing domestic violence and HIV/AIDS with Dr. Caroline. My undergraduate work in Social Science 

with a primary focus on Family Relations came into play, but what I drew on even more was my 

first- hand experience in helping one of my daughters who had been in an abusive relationship for 

four years. I was able to share with 115 female community leaders in Uganda, and 55 female com-

munity leaders in Malawi about the consequences of power imbalances, the abuse cycle, and the dos 

and don’ts of talking with someone experiencing domestic violence. By sharing my own story of deal-

ing with domestic violence in my family, others felt encouraged to share their powerful stories. Many 

of their stories were also connected to HIV/AIDS transmission which happens when women and girls 

have no control over their situations. I shared about different types of power and how important it is 

to move from a power over dynamic to a power with/power to dynamic.  
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The last section of the workshop 

was facilitated by Dr. Caroline who 

brought together their stories and  

summarized how power imbalance 

was affecting their villages. She then 

encouraged the women to discuss 

ways to address domestic violence in 

their own cultural context. She ar-

ranged for the women to gather to-

gether again every three months to 

discuss insights and actions that 

worked or didn’t work in their con-

texts to share with the group  

 

Another issue our team explored was how women gain bargaining power within the family 

when they are economically empowered which reduces domestic violence. I am currently fundrais-

ing for micro-loans for new women’s cooperative projects in both countries. Dr. Caroline has experi-

ence with this type of work from her days serving on the General Board of Global Ministries. She 

has offered to help me ensure the proper kinds of training are available to women in the new coop-

eratives so the micro-loan projects will be more likely to succeed. I am thankful to benefit from her 

experiences and wisdom as I continue this work from home. 

 

During my trip I was also able to visit a school in Buwagaggio, Uganda that I work with. I 

was thrilled to see that the school had grown from 90 students at my last visit in 2014 to 310 stu-

dents today. Even more impressive was that half of the students are now girls! This brings my 

heart so much joy!!! 

Another wonderful experience I had was giving the commencement speech at a multi-

denominational seminary in Uganda. Five of the 20+ graduates were women. This is real growth!  

We visited schools in Malawi for AIDS or-

phans and saw dramatic changes there as well. 

One school had particularly wonderful change. In 

2008, the men of the village were making tiny cof-

fins which were stacked beside the school. They did 

this because there were so many children dying at 

an alarming rate. When we visited this time we 

saw men building preschool chairs. This, to me, 

was a symbol of transformation from death to life 

in progress.  



 

 

November 2017    page 4 

 

There were also many people who made this trip successful who live in the fields we 

were working in. Pastor Moses, Pastor Dennis, Pastor Justine and her wonderful daughter, 

Brother Julius, Marion, Matilda and many others. I am grateful for their part in this work.  

I had many more powerful experiences, all of them giving me the feeling that this is 

what life is about. Life is about Shalom. Jeremiah 29:7 says, “Seek the shalom of the city where 

I have sent you, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for you will find your shalom in their sha-

lom.” Shalom peace only happens when everybody has health, healing, harmony and whole-

ness. It’s like the South African word Ubuntu, which means I am well when we are well.  

 

I never feel more alive than  

I do on these trips. I think it is be-

cause this is my true purpose. My 

heart soars when I am working 

with the women and children in 

these communities. So how do I 

share about Shalom in my own  

context?  
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Well, it’s more difficult in American culture which seems to value individualism over true 

Shalom. Still, I will use my experiences to teach about what I believe God is calling us to. 

Maybe in the future I will be able to take members of my congregations with me, so they can ex-

perience the power of these trips for themselves. Shalom is like a stone dropped into a body of 

water. It ripples out and brings change.  

 

I pray the work we do through 

UMVIM, Communities of Shalom 

and WorldHope Corps will con-

tinue to change hearts and change 

the world one village/community at 

a time! 

 

I wish you Shalom. 

Rev. Michele Robbins 

 

 

 

Sunday November 4  - All Saints Sunday 
 

 

we celebrate in worship,  

with lighting of candles and naming our departed loved ones. 

 

 

You are invited  

to bring a photo  

for our  

memory table 
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Happy Birthday 

in November 

 

 

    2nd   Brent Goetzl 

   16th   Susan Curry 

   18th   Jesse Morgan 

   18th   Margaret DePriester 

 

• . . and Blessed  

• Anniversary Wishes to 

    16th    Michele and Tom Robbins 

   23rd    Marcia and Ken Hodges 

 

“Kindling New Fires for Peace” 
 

Friday November 3 
9:30 welcome 
10:00 program 

 
St. Mark’s UMC 

opportunity to Gather and hear reflections on 
 

“Wage Peace by  

Learning to Forgive” 
 

by invited speaker: 

Takashi Tanemori, survivor 

Hiroshima nuclear bombing by U.S. 

 



 

 

Advent is Upon Us SoonAdvent is Upon Us SoonAdvent is Upon Us Soon   
   

Join in ourJoin in ourJoin in our   

AllAllAll---Church Read andChurch Read andChurch Read and   

discussion seriesdiscussion seriesdiscussion series   
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The first Sunday of Advent is  

December 3 

 
Order your copy now of this inspiring book of 

daily readings by 

various favorite spiritual writers! 

Our neighbors at Walnut Avenue UMC and Lafayette UMC will be sharing this 

reading-reflection-prayer journey together with us! 

 

Watch for dates for meeting for sharing and conversation about our  

Advent Reading Experience. 

 

Check Amazon new or used, or let office know if you wish us to order your copy. 

A poem-response to Mother Theresa’s writing about her doubt: 
 

 “In my soul I feel just the terrible pain of loss—of God not wanting me— 

 of God not being God  — of God not really existing.”              -  Mother Theresa 
 

 

Mother Theresa:  A Human Saint,  by Patricia A. Dickson 
 

 Walking the paths of poverty 

 tirelessly serving the impoverished 

 overwhelmed by such vast and unnecessary need 

 the woman calling to God 

 “Where are You?” 

 and lost in her tears and sometimes her fears  

 was unable to hear God’s “Look in the mirror.” 

               bev b 



 

 

    

Calendar for Calendar for Calendar for November November November 201720172017   
 
Special Dates:  World Community Day Friday, November 3, 9:30 a.m.  

    Fellowship and Speaker, at St. Mark’s 

 

    Annual Church Conference at Concord UMC,  

    Saturday November 4 at 2:00 p.m.    

 

Sunday, November 5 Daylight Savings Time Ends—Clocks go back one hour 

    11:00 a.m.  Worship, Potluck meal follows 

    We honor All Saints’ Day. Invitation to bring photos of significant  

    others who have joined the Communion of Saints. 

 

Wednesday, Nov 8  Guided Meditation 9:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday Nov 12  11:00 a.m.  Worship Celebration, lunch follows 

 

Wednesday Nov 15  9:00 a.m. Guided Meditation 

 

Thursday Nov 16  4:00 p.m. Committee Meets, 5:00 Church Council meets 

 

Sunday, Nov 19  11:00 Worship.Celebration, Meal and Fellowship follow 

    We receive our Pledges for planned giving in 2018 

 

Wednesday Nov 22  9:00 a.m. Guided Meditation 

 

Thursday Nov 23  May your Thanksgiving Day be one of Gratitude & Quiet Joy 

 

Sunday Nov 26  11:00 Worship, meal and fellowship follows 

 

Wednesday Nov 29  9:00 a.m. Guided Meditation 

 

 

Every Week:  Mondays 9:00 a.m. Yoga 

   Mondays 7:30 p.m. AA Men’s Meeting 

   Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. Guided Meditation 

   Thursdays 9:00 a.m. Yoga  

 

   Fridays and Saturdays—Pastor’s Sabbath 

 

Sunday School available every Sunday, after “Children’s Ministry” time.  Thank you, Jillian 

Robbins, for preparing and providing an engaging program for our young folks.   
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