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Pastor’s Ponderings 
 

  

Diversity Dinner  

May 19 

See details 

Note: RSVP needed 
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 In my office, on my shelf, sits my John Wesley 

bobble head figure. I know many pastors have a stern 

looking bust statue of Wesley, but that just doesn’t seem 

fitting in my office filled with puppets and toys. The bob-

ble head Wesley is more my style. It’s fun, but it still re-

minds me of some serious ideas. 

 

 John Wesley said, “Do all the good you can, by 

all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the 

places you can, at all the times you can, to all the peo-

ple you can, as long as you ever can. That’s a lot to take 

in. This is a tough challenge. It makes me wonder, are 

we doing this?  

My question isn’t meant to put any of us under the mi-

croscope. Really, it’s more about using prophetic imagi-

nation. We only have so much time, energy and re-

sources to do all the good we can. With that kind of 

thinking, what we can do is finite. But what happens 

when we connect with others who also have some time, 

energy and resources?  

                                                        [cont’d page 2] 

Interfaith Celebration 

Sunday, May 21,  

3:30-6:00 

 

Mt. Diablo Unitarian 

Universalist Church, 

Walnut Creek,  

details inside,  

page 5 

Harmony Gathering  

Wednesday, May 31, 

5:30 
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When we bring these kind of assets together we get something greater than the sum. It cre-

ates synergy. Synergy is the interaction of elements that when combined produce a total effect that 

is greater than the sum of the individual elements, contributions, etc.   

 

 As we move forward on our ministry journey, I hope you will join us in the process of imagin-

ing new ways to connect with others to bring a synergy to what we are doing as disciples. If we are 

to meet Wesley’s challenge, it’s time to think outside of the box and connect with others in the com-

munity who have a similar vision. We don’t have to answer the call alone. In fact, trying to do it alone 

can be exhausting.  

 If you are interested in being part of a small team that is looking at how we can do some min-

istry with Orinda Community Church, please let me know. I need two more people to step up for this 

important task. So far there has been interest expressed in doing Vacation Bible School together in 

August and attending City Council meetings together as people of faith as we speak out for our de-

sire to be a Compassionate City. Let’s reach out, connect, use our prophetic imagination, and see 

how the Spirit leads us. This could lead to some fun opportunities to do all the good we can with less 

burden and people who share our passions!   

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Michele 

[The “serious” version  

of John Wesley] 



 

 

All members of the Lamorinda community are invited to attend a Diversity Din-

ner, hosted by the Orinda Progressive Action Alliance and St. Mark’s United 

Methodist Church. The evening will feature a vegetarian potluck dinner and a 

panel of speakers from 10 faith traditions and one atheist. Bring your questions 

for the speakers! This is a unique opportunity to come together with our neighbors 

and learn about belief systems we may never have encountered. 

 

When: Friday, May 19, 2017 6-8pm 

Where: St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, 451 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 

Other details: 

Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish to share. 

Childcare is offered for children under age 6. Please send names and ages of children to 

vspwest@gmail.com. Children 6 and older are encouraged to listen to the discussion. 

A small donation of $10 per person is requested, which will be forwarded to World Hope 

Corps (http://www.worldhopecorps.org/). The funds will be used to help support the 

organization and also to fund a trip by Rev. Michele Robbins to Uganda and Malawi to 

work on women's empowerment and ending domestic violence among Christian and 

Muslim groups. 

Contact and RSVP: Please register either through Evite (http://evite.me/

GPEdm29we8) or by contacting Rev. Michele Robbins at shalompastor3@gmail.com or 

925-254-5965. 

 

Hurry, space is limited to the first 100 people who RSVP! 

Lamorinda Lamorinda Lamorinda Lamorinda     

Diversity DinnerDiversity DinnerDiversity DinnerDiversity Dinner    
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. . . to catch up our budget ! 

 

We are in the “red”  
 

 

The good news: we can help! 

 
 Join an effort to close a gap in our financial 

need.  Any size gift counts double.  Pastor Mich-

ele announced in our recent “Spire” that a large 

gift has been given to help our dire straits, plus a 

“matching gift” of up to $2,500. 

 
 Any amount above your usual giving, place 

in a specially marked envelope so we can draw on 

the matching gift amount to double your gift. The 

letter in Spire suggests other ways to give and 

support our growing church.  Pray about it and 

talk to Michele, let her know how you wish to 

share your many “gifts.” 

 

 

 

Watch for envelopes on Sunday marked Watch for envelopes on Sunday marked Watch for envelopes on Sunday marked    

$ Matching Gift $ 
 

Or, mail or place extra check in offering, marked  
$  Matching Gift  $ 
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The Lord’s The Lord’s The Lord’s 
Prayer Prayer Prayer    
as given in the as given in the as given in the    
New Zealand New Zealand New Zealand 
Prayer BookPrayer BookPrayer Book   

 

 

 
Every now and then we might find an expression of our Lord’s Prayer from another part 
of the world.  The familiar words in English may reflect the impact of culture on the trans-
lated English words.  Here is a Southern Pacific version; may the differences give us a 
perspective of gratitude for this beautiful phrasing. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: Maori & Polynesia 
Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe; 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world; 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings; 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trial too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

now and forever. Amen. 



 

 

Page 7—May 2017 

Scripture Readings for May 
 

May 7 Acts 2:42-47 Psalm 23 1 Peter 2:19-25 John 10:1-10 
 

May 14 Acts 7:55-60 Psalm 31 1 Peter 2:2-10 John 14:1-14 
 

May 21 Acts 17:22-31 Psalm 3 1 Peter 3:13-22 John 14:15-21 
 

May 28 Acts 1:1-11 Psalm 47 1 Peter 4 & 5 John 17:1-11 
 

 

In May [Monday, May 1] our book club will discuss  the enthralling adventure and stirring love story, 
"Cold Mountain" by Charles Frazier.  Our choice for June 5 is "Dead Wake: the last crossing of the 
Lusitania," by Erik Larson. Meetings are held the first Monday of the month at 1:00 pm, in the Mo-
raga Wing and last one hour.  All are welcome!  Julie Helms 

 Book Club—May and June 

 

 

 

Office schedule Change:Office schedule Change:Office schedule Change:   
 

During April and May, secretary Bev’s office hours will be Thursdays 

and Fridays, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.   

 

Michele has office hours on Wednesdays, and most often can be 

reached at the office, 254-5965. 

Yes!   Sunday School! 
 

Thank you to Jillian Robbins for preparing a learning experience with our young folks for the long 

part of worship, the sermon and offering and closing time.  Let your neighbors know.   



 

 

    

Calendar for Calendar for Calendar for May 2017May 2017May 2017   
 

 

Special Dates: Diversity Dinner, Friday, May 19, 6-8:00, RSVP needed. 

   Harmony Gathering, Wednesday May 31, 5:30 meal, community 

 

May 2017 DATES: 
 

Monday, May 1:  1:00 p.m. Book Club,  Orinda Room, all invited 

 

Friday, May 5:  Church Women United Friendship Day, Shell Ridge Community 

    Church, Walnut Creek. 10:00 fellowship time, 11:00 program. 

 

Sunday, May 7:    11:00 a.m. Worship with Sunday School, potluck follows 

 

Sunday, May 14:   11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship celebration, lunch follows 

    4:30 p.m. Community Healing Service, Walnut Ave UMC 

 

Friday, May 19:  6-8:00 p.m., Lamorinda Diversity Dinner, RSVP needed. 

 

Sunday, May 21:  11:00 a.m.  Worship Celebration, lunch follows 

 

Thursday, May 18:  4:00 p.m.  Committee on Finance 

    5:00 p.m.  Church Council meets 

 

Sunday, May 28:  11:00 a.m.  Worship Celebration, lunch follows 

 

Wednesday May 31: 5:30  Harmony Gathering, Meal, Story, Music, Community 

 

 

Every Week: Mondays 9:00 a.m. Yoga 

   Mondays 7:30 p.m. AA Men’s Meeting 

   Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. Guided Meditation 

   Thursdays 9:00 a.m. Yoga  

 

 

 

 

Note:  Sunday Program for young folks during Sunday Sermon time, provided by Jillian. 

 

Office Hours for secretary:   Thursdays and Fridays, 8:30 to 2:30. 

 

Sign up for worship leadership.  How about one Sunday a month?   

Or less, or more?  Liturgist, Usher, Hospitality. 
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