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Pastor’s Ponderings 
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 What’s happening in the parsonage backyard to-
day? The majority of my ponderings begin with an inspi-
ration from the peaceful beauty of nature found in the 
backyard. Today it’s raining again. We’ve had a lot of 
rain this year. After five years of drought, rain is defi-
nitely a blessing. 

 Many passages in the Bible speak of rain as a 
blessing. Ezekiel 34:26 says, “And I will give unto them 
and to the places round about my hill blessing, and I will 
cause the rain to come down in its season; they shall be 
rains of blessing.” Just like the people of Israel, we need 
the rain. An abundance of rain means good crops are on 
the way. The earth is refreshed and renewed, as are we. 
But what happens when we get too much rain? 

[cont’d page 2] 
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Mae West said, “Too much of a good thing can be wonderful!” I don’t believe it. An overabun-

dance of rain can have damaging effects. In California we are seeing dams on the verge of failing 
and flash floods causing some frightening situations.  

 
We aren’t the only ones dealing with the feast or famine type of weather. All around the world 

weather patterns are changing. My friends in Uganda tell me that the rains come about six weeks 
late and either bring too much rain or not enough. This makes providing enough food for their fami-
lies extremely difficult. Most of the people are subsistence farmers, and they depend on the rain for 

their crops. Changing weather patterns is making a difficult way of life much harder. Crops are weak-
ened by drought or are often washed away by floods. 

 
Wars have even been started over the changing weather patterns. The Syrian war resulted 

when the worst drought in over 500 years dried out the region. 1.5 million people who relied on farm-
ing moved to urban centers when they could no longer survive in rural agricultural areas. Ben cook, 
a climate scientist at the NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies said the climate models project 
that the region is likely to get drier in the future. With more drought in some areas and too much rain 
when it does come, we are sure to see the refugee crisis continue.  

 
So what can we do to be a blessing to the world? How can we bring showers in their season? 

One way to start is to change how we participate in the season of Lent. This year you are invited to 
live more simply so that others may simply live. We will be exploring our global footprint and how the 
“American lifestyle” has a direct connection to climate change. Instead of fasting from chocolate, 
carbs, wine or some other indulgence, I am asking you to consider fasting from behaviors that are 
ecologically unsustainable. I’ll be sharing ways we can make a difference together throughout this 
Lenten season. Stay tuned in and pour out your blessings on God’s creation.  

 
Earth has been crucified, but we know resurrection is possible! As Easter people we are 

called to hold onto hope and live into life. Will you join me with Christian simplicity? I hope you will. 

 
Shalom, 
Pastor Michele Robbins 
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 Book Study— 
for support, awareness and, action! 

 
 Just to let you know, the books study continues to meet 
two times a month, the third Wednesday at 4:00 pm.  Next 

chapter is Elie Wiesel, on Wednesday March 15 at 4 p.m. If 
you wish to join in, please do so. Each time we meet we learn 
about the lives of one of ten people who have applied a deep 
spirituality to social action in ways that move the world toward 
peace, compassion, justice and wholeness. We will discover 
new spiritual practices and hopefully find some that we want to 
apply in our own lives.  
 
 Through the book, Engaged Spirituality: Ten Lives of 

Contemplation and Action, we will read about the lives of: How-
ard Thurman, Simone Weil, Elie Wiesel, Marian Wright Edel-
man, Thich Nhat Hanh, Rigoberta Menchu, Vine Deloria, Jr., 
Joanna Macy, Rabindranath Tagore, and Dorothy Day.  
 
 

I am working with the Orinda Progressive Action Alliance to put together our first diversity 
dinner. We want this to be an educational and community outreach experience where people 
can connect and learn more about the beautiful diversity around us. We feel it is important to 
do this in light of the current problems surfacing since the administration change.  
 
Our first diversity dinner will be focusing on faith traditions. We will have a vegetarian pot 
luck dinner where people will be seated with people from traditions different from their own. 
We will have conversation starters at each table. After the dinner we will have panelists sit up 
front. They will introduce themselves, speak a little about their tradition and answer questions 
from the crowd.  
 
We are thinking it will be planned for the evening of Friday, May 19 at St. Mark's United 
Methodist Church in Orinda. We are asking attendees for a $10 donation that will go to sup-
porting a women's empowerment program with Muslim and Christian women in Uganda 
through WorldHope Corps and Communities of Shalom, an interfaith assets based commu-
nity development movement. If you cannot pay the $10 donation, please let us know. We 
don't want cost to be a hindrance.  
 
 

[We are grateful for all of Rev. Michele’s gifts of ministry. 
Each area builds on her vision of Shalom for St. Mark’s and invites us to grow in Christ.] 

Rev. Michele’s ministry takes many forms 

 

     Here she tells us about a Diversity-Justice event . . . 
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Scripture Readings for March 

 

March 5 Gen 2.15-17, 3.1-7 Psalm 32 Romans 5.12-19 Matthew 4.1-11 
 

March 12 Genesis 12.1-4a Psalm 121 Romans 4.1-17 John 3.1-17 
 

March 19 Exodus 17.1-7 Psalm 95 Romans 5.1-11 John 4.5-42 
 

March 26 1 Samual 16.1-13 Psalm 23 Ephesians 5.8-14 John 9.1-41 

 

 
 
March 10      Laurie Goetzl 
 
March 18      Marcia Hodges 
 

Birthdays to Celebrate in March 

 

Our once-a-month Harmony Gathering has continued since last fall.  The first few were big news, 
but now it may seem like old news:  another month, another Harmony Gathering.  But each Gather-
ing is a new beginning.  The team works hard to present an evening of community, fellowship, 
friendship, learning, and . . . Love!  What else could we call it ?  It is about God’s love given through 
us to all who are present. 

In December we celebrated Santa Lucia, with a Swedish menu and singing Santa Lucia with our 
children serving tea and biscuits to the big-folk guests.  The children have journeyed with Abraham 
and Sarah across the desert, sent to a new life and purpose.  In February they sang songs of inter-
national origin, and heard about who our neighbor is.  In March they will experience the Passover 
Deliverance story.   

If you ever wish to experience this beautiful time of community with new neighbors, sign up to help, 
or just come.  Dinner is served at 5:30.  There is always some wonderful surprise.  And there is al-
ways love, as the Holy Spirit joins us for Table, Church, and Community.                                  bjb 

 Harmony Gatherings . . . 
     . . .  Create Harmony. = Community = Love 
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Special Dates: Book study, Wednesday March 15, 4:00 p.m., Engaged Spirituality 
   Harmony Gathering, Wednesday March 22, 5:30 meal, church 
 

 

Every Week: Mondays 9:00 a.m. Yoga 
   Mondays 7:30 p.m. AA Men’s Meeting 
   Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. Guided Meditation 
   Thursdays 9:00 a.m. Yoga  
 

 

February 2017 DATES: 
 
 
Sunday, March  5:    11:00 a.m. Worship celebration, potluck follows. 
    First Sunday in Lent, special offering for Standing Rock 
 
Monday, March 6:  1:00 p.m. Book Club,  Orinda Room, all invited. 
 
Sunday, March 12:   [note:  Daylight Savings Time begins again] 
    11:00 a.m. Worship celebration, lunch follows. 
    5:00 p.m. Community Healing Service, Walnut Ave UMC.  
 
Wednesday, March 15: 4:00 p.m. Book Study continues:  “Engaged Spirituality” 
 
Thursday, March 16: 4:00 p.m.  Committee on Finance 
    5:00 p.m.  Church Council meets 
 
Sunday, March 19: 11:00 a.m.  Worship Celebration, lunch follows.  
 

Wednesday March  22: 5:30  Harmony Gathering, Meal, Story, Music, Activity 

 
Sunday, March 26::    11:00 a.m.  Worship Celebration, followed by lunch at noon. 
 
Wednesday, April 5: 4:00 p.m.  Book Study “Engaged Spirituality” meets. 
 
 
 
Holy Week this year is April 9 through 16 
 
 Sunday April 9 Palm-Passion Sunday 
 Holy Thursday, Good Friday 
 Sunday April 16 Christ is Risen! 
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