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Pastor’s Ponderings 

 
 On May 14 I delivered a sermon on giving and gener-

osity to a small gathering at St. Mark’s. It was Mother’s Day, 

and many people were out enjoying brunch with family and 

loved ones. I’m glad people, especially moms, were able to 

share time with family members, but I didn’t want anyone to 

miss out on this message. So, here it is for your reading 

pleasure.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Seeds of Generosity 

Luke 6:37-38 & II Corinthians 9:6-15 

 

 If we are serious Christians, serious about being  

the church, we need to know what the Bible says about  

giving.  

. . .continued on page 2 
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 There once was a visitor to a rabbi’s home. Upon being invited in, he noticed that the rabbi 

had no furniture except for some bookcases. The visitor commented on the obvious lack of posses-

sions and the rabbi replied that he was only a guest himself in this world. We too are guests. We are 

not the owner, not the host. God is. All belongs to God. Too often we think what we earn is ours to 

keep, forgetting that everything belongs to God and that we are temporary stewards. Psalm 24:1 

reads, “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein.”  

 Giving begins with the recognition of God’s generosity. This principle is further emphasized in 

Leviticus with the concept of tithing: One tenth of all the produce of the land, whether grain or fruit, 

belongs to the Lord…One of every ten animals of your herds and flocks belongs to the Lord. (Lev. 

27:30,32) 

 

 Translated today, this means whatever you earn, from salary, or wages, or pension, or social 

security, or interest, or dividends or allowances or whatever, belongs to God.  

 

 Now, we are no longer bound to the law of Leviticus. We have free choice. We aren’t required 

by the law to give a tenth of all we earn, but that’s not to say we should give less. Many Christians 

today give far more than a tenth. 

 

 The Apostle Paul explains this in our epistle reading today from 2 Corinthians, the most per-

sonal of Paul’s letters. Paul had sent Titus to Corinth to encourage the Christians there to give more 

freely, even sacrificially, and most of all to give more cheerfully. He writes: Remember that the per-

son who plants few seeds will have a small crop; the one who plants many seeds will have a large 

crop. Each one should give as he or she has decided, not with regret or out of a sense of duty; for 

God loves the one who gives gladly. And God is able to give you more than you need, so that you 

will always have all you need for yourselves and more than enough for every good cause. 

 

 I love how Paul explains that we aren’t meant to give because we feel we have to, but instead 

we are to give from the heart. Instead of looking at it as giving until it hurts, look at it as giving until it 

feels good.  

 

 Giving generously for God’s work in our community and in the world is Christian social secu-

rity. The rewards of giving are tremendous and God wants to make sure we understand this. That 

way we will have no excuses for failing to take full advantage of this marvelous, spirited truth.  

 By pooling together our time, talents and income to be the church in 

the world, God insures our own security. A vigorous church insures that when 

you are in need you will have the community of faith, the people of God, at 

your doorstep to help. If you are unable to cook, this may come in the form of 

a traditional Methodist casserole. If you are sick, people will check on you. 

Even after you die, people of the church will gather together to make your 

memorial more meaningful. Your family will also be helped in their grief. 

 

  

. . . Continued on page 3 
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The church can also help during times of unemployment. There was a time in my life that the 

church really helped Tom and I get through. Our second daughter had just been born. Tom had just 

been laid off from work when the medical bills came pouring in. We were pretty stressed financially 

when a knock came at our door. There, waiting on the porch with a smile, was a friend from church 

with five bags of groceries and a check to cover our PG&E bill that the church had provided.  

 

The church will also bring meaning to your times of celebration: to your wedding, and the 

birth and baptism of your children. We are the church. By giving to the church and other efforts in 

the world that reflect the purposes of God, God returns more to us than we can imagine.  

 

Jesus affirms this in Luke 6:38, “Give to others and God will give to you. Indeed, you will re-

ceive a full measure, pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, and running over. The 

measures you use for others is the one that God will use for you.” 

Money is only temporary. When Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount, he spoke of giv-

ing in this manner. “Don’t store up treasures here on earth where they can erode away or may be 

stolen. Store them in heaven where they never lose their value and are safe from thieves. What Je-

sus is saying is that earthly possessions are only temporary, ours to use and enjoy for a brief time. 

Yet whatever we give to advance the work of God will serve us forever in ways unexplainable in hu-

man terms.  

Giving generously to the church is like spreading seeds. I was thinking about this the other 

day as I watched the seeds falling from the gigantic silver maple tree in the backyard of the parson-

age. The seeds fell all around me with the perfect twirling and rotation motion of a helicopter. The 

seeds whirled around, slowly descending from the tall trees, often getting caught up in the breeze 

and being carried far off from the mother tree.  

 

We are like the maple tree when we give generously. Much of what we give nurtures those 

who are closest to us: our family, friends and church family. We bear much fruit this way, but in a 

narrow and limited field. The branches of trees that drop their seeds directly beneath them protect 

their seedlings, filter sunlight for their good, and provide fallen leaves to nurture them. Among the 

most precious seeds we sow are the grace and love of God we offer within our families, friends, and 

church family. This is our calling. 

Each of us has another calling as well, and that is to give our seeds wings so that the good 

we do and the difference we make extend beyond our sight and even beyond our time. I think about 

the seeds that have wings that fly from this church to places like the crisis nursery and Trinity Cen-

ter. Other seeds fly even further and meet with other seeds to provide mosquito nets for children in 

Africa and health clinics to help families prevent and treat disease. This is why I believe giving gen-

erously to the church matters! 

In the face of our current financial situation, I have decided to up my pledge by 20% for 2017 

and 2018. I believe in the church and its ability to nurture God’s children both near and far. I hope 

you will join me in prayerfully discerning how we can be more generous. There is no end to what 

God can accomplish anywhere in the world when our seeds have wings; when we let our prayers, 

intentions, plans, efforts, and work be lifted by the Spirit to places near and far. So please, don’t 

give until it hurts. Give until it feels good! Amen.  

Shalom, Michele 



 

 

We are in the “red”  
 

The good news: we all can help! 
 

 Join an effort to close a gap in our financial need.  

Any size gift counts double.  Pastor Michele announced 

in our recent “Spire” that a large gift has been given to 

help our dire straits, plus a “matching gift” of up to 

$2,500. 
 

 Any amount above your usual giving, place in a 

specially marked envelope so we can draw on the 

matching gift amount to double your gift. The letter in 

Spire suggests other ways to give and support our grow-

ing church.  Pray about it and talk to Michele, let her 

know how you wish to share your many “gifts.” 

 

Watch for envelopes on Sunday marked Watch for envelopes on Sunday marked Watch for envelopes on Sunday marked    

$ Matching Gift $ 
 

Or, mail or place extra check in offering, marked  
$  Matching Gift  $ 
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A Generous Giving Story: 
 

I have a retired pastor friend, Charles Dorchester, in 

Maine. He is full of great stories, as we all tend to be.   

 

Michele’s sermon about church’s helping in time of need 

reminds me of one of Charles’ stories about a church he 

served where a family with several children would fill up a 

pew each Sunday morning.  Father and Mother sat at op-

posite ends.  Father believed that God wanted him to give 

his entire income to the ministry of the church. 

 

When it was payday, the ushers would be ready. The of-

fering would go by father, who emptied his pockets of all 

his money. At the other end of the pew, the usher would 

perform a sleight of hand, removing the portion the family 

needed and slipping it to the mother.  The father gave. The 

church quietly gave back. 

 

The church colluded to see that the family had money 

needed to survive.    [bev] 
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Calendar items approaching:   

 
Rev. Michele attending Annual Conference June 21-24. We wish her GodSpeed as she 

attends workshops, worship, an ordination service [a year ago she was ordained a probationary 

elder]. This is an important gathering for pastors and laity to share, learn, hear reports from the 

various ministry teams, and catch up on what is happening on a global level in our connectional 

church. 

 

We can join in gratitude for the time we have experienced with Rev. Michele as our Pastor. Her 

deep concern for justice, her deep love for God, and her inspiring us to innovate with new minis-

tries including:  developing our Harmony Center, beginning this fall;  mid-week Wednesday eve-

ning gatherings for a meal, music, story, and community building. And on July 4 a combined 

presence in the Fourth of July celebration in the park.  St. Mark’s and Orinda Community Church 

will share a table where we can show-and-tell the community about our inclusive ministries and 

let them get to know us.  Let us share our Deep Gratitude with Michele.   

 

Community Flea Market 
Heavenly Treasures 

 

August 26, 9-3 
 

We are inviting our neighbors to 

rent a space, set up their wares, 

have fun and help visitors find just 

the right treasures. 

 

Who might you know who would 

like to share the big day?  Encour-

age them to sign up! 

Saturday, August 19, Red Cross Bloodmobile here welcoming guests willing to donate blood.  

Watch for details. 
 

 Sunday leadership welcome: 
 

While your calendar is out, select which Sundays you may wish 

to be part of the worship team.  We need each week an usher 

to welcome our community. A liturgist to share leadership with 

readings and helping worship to flow in the Spirit.  Call the of-

fice, 254-5965, or email  smumcorinda@gmail.com 
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The Lord’s The Lord’s The Lord’s 
Prayer from Prayer from Prayer from 
NicaraguaNicaraguaNicaragua   

 
Every now and then we might find an expression of our Lord’s Prayer from another part 
of the world.  The familiar words in English may reflect the impact of culture on the trans-
lated Greek words.  Here is a Central American version; may the differences give us a 
perspective of gratitude for this beautiful phrasing. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer:  Nicaragua 
 
 
Our Father, who are in this our land, 
may your name be blessed in our incessant search 
for justice and peace. 
May your kingdom come for those who have for  
centuries awaited life with dignity. 
May your will be done on earth and in heaven, 
and in the church of Central America, a church on 
the side of the poor. 
Give us today our daily bread to build a new society. 
Forgive us our trespasses, do not let us fall into the 
temptation of believing ourselves already new men 
and women. 
And deliver us from the evil of war, and from the 
evil of forgetting that our lives and life of this coun-
try are in your hands. 
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Prayer CornerPrayer CornerPrayer Corner———concerns, joysconcerns, joysconcerns, joys   
 

A dear verse from Philippians 4.4-7: 
 Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 

The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all un-

derstanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Starting this month, we wish Spire to include names of those in special need of prayer. This may in-

clude our own St. Mark’s Community, as well as those we know of or care about.  Please let Pastor 

Michele or Secretary Bev know if you wish yourself or someone you know on our list. 

 

This month we include the following in prayer: 

 Michele’s Uncle Bill and Aunt Kay Dean  Ken and Marcia Hodges 

 John Doran, Linda’s son    Jenny Javor and family 

 Jon Goetzl, Brent’s brother    Jack and Helen Holzinger 

 Cliff Dochterman     Marybeth Alban, Bev’s neighbor 

 

 

Lord in Your Mercy, Hear Our Prayers 

Enjoy  your summer reading.  See you August 7, 1:00 p.m. in the Orinda Room. 

 Book Club— no meeting in July 

 

 

      Let’s CelebrateLet’s CelebrateLet’s Celebrate   
 

June Birthday:  Ken Hodges on June 24 
 

 

Anniversaries Dick and Susan Curry on June 23 

   Jack and Helen Holzinger on June 28. 
 
 Note:  With Helen Holzinger in Carlton Senior Living in Pleasant Hill, 

cards for her and Jack may be especially meaningful:  Jack and Helen, 3112 

Ptarmigan Drive #3, Walnut Creek CA 94595. 

Yes!   Sunday School! 
 

Thank you to Jillian Robbins for preparing a learning experience for our young folks, following the 

children’s ministry time.  Let your neighbors know.   



 

 

    

Calendar for Calendar for Calendar for JUNE 2017JUNE 2017JUNE 2017   
 

 

Special Dates: Harmony Gathering, Wednesday June 28, 5:30 meal, community 

 
 

NOTE: It is now the middle of June.   

  Our dates for early in the month have come and gone.   

  In hopes there has been a blessing for you in being part of  

   St. Mark’s UMC Community.in recent weeks. 

 

Sunday, June 18:   11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship celebration, lunch follows 

 

Tuesday, June 20:  Summer Solstice. May we honor the mystery of our creation. 

 

Wednesday June 21 through Saturday June 24: 

 Rev. Michele Robbins attending Annual Conference in Burlingame. 

 

Sunday, June 25:  11:00 a.m.  Worship Celebration, lunch follows 

    Bev Blaisdell leading worship, sermon 

 

 

Wednesday June 28: 5:30  Harmony Gathering, Meal, Story, Music, Community 

 

 

 

Every Week: Mondays 9:00 a.m. Yoga 

   Mondays 7:30 p.m. AA Men’s Meeting 

   Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. Guided Meditation 

   Thursdays 9:00 a.m. Yoga  

 

 

Brief look ahead: 

 July 2:   Sunday Worship we greet our dear friend, Chris Griffen  

     who will be visiting in the area. 

 July 3:   No Book Club meeting in July, see you August 7. 

 Thursday, July 20:  4:00 p.m.  Board of Trustees 

     5:00 p.m.  Church Council meets 

 

*   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 

Note:   Sunday Program for young folks during Sunday Sermon time, provided by Jillian.  

 Thank you, Jillian! 

 

Sign up for worship leadership.  How about one Sunday a month?   

Or less, or more?  Liturgist, Usher, Hospitality. 
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