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Pastor’s Ponderings 

 When I first came to St. Mark’s, I wondered about the 

name of the church. I thought it sounded like the name of a 

Catholic or Episcopalian church with its traditional feel. Our 

little church didn’t feel very traditional to me, so I wondered if 

it was the right name to keep. 

 

 Three years later, I have a much fonder feeling for the 

name St. Mark’s. You see, the Gospel of Mark is considered 

the first Gospel to be written. It’s shorter and direct. It doesn’t 

even begin with the birth of Jesus or a genealogy of Jesus’ 

family. It begins with John the Baptist in the wilderness. “The 

beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, ’See, I am sending my 

messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of 

the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 

Continued on page 2 
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 The story focuses on Jesus and the disciples making their way to Jerusalem. Everything 

that happens takes place “along the way.” The authors of Mark waste no time. Mark was written to share 

the good news that God is with us, and is for us! We learn this as we hear about everything that happens 

“along the way.”  

 

As we enter our fourth year together, I am reflecting on what has happened for us and our commu-

nity along the way. We started out wondering what we had to offer the community. We decided to start a 

casual family service, and we have made many new friends through our Wednesday evening gathering. 

We decided to open our building to neighbors seeking a place to practice yoga. We made more friends 

during these Monday and Thursday morning gatherings. We decided to open our church to people who 

wanted to celebrate diversity through the “Love Your Muslim Neighbors” program and a diversity dinner 

that celebrated 13 different faith traditions in the Lamorinda area. We decided to work to open the Har-

mony Center, because there was no other place in our community for youth with developmental disabilities 

to go after school. We’ve met people who have a heart for working with these students and who are look-

ing forward to volunteering when the center is open.  

 

All of this has happened along the way. I’ve come to see that all of this has prepared the path we 

are now ready to take. We are ready to move forward. We are ready to step into the ministry God has 

called us to. What else shall we find “along the way?”  

 

Our Fresh Expression committee will be working to set new goals and benchmarks for the path 

ahead. We meet quarterly (every three months). We need people who are creative, people who are net-

workers, and people who are detail oriented. If one of these is your gift and you are interested in being part 

of this group, please let me know. We would love to welcome your ideas and collaboration.  

 

I look forward to walking with you “along the way” as we, the people of St. Mark’s, continue to make 

disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world.  

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Michele 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Some of our new yoga friends, one of 
several wellness groups who consider  
St. Mark’s their home. 
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St. Mark’s United Methodist Church presents 

Jazz in July 
Sunday July 29  
7:30-9:00 p.m. 

 

 
the  

Mark Holzinger Trio  
 

with John Waller and Simon Planting 
 

451 Moraga Way, Orinda 
For more info: (925)-254-5965 

Suggested $20 Donation at the Door 
Refreshments Included 
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Join the fun 

a new tradition ! 
1:00 p.m.each fourth Sunday 

Fourth Sunday of each month at Moraga Royale 
1600 Canyon Road in Moraga 

Sing some favorites, call out your request and sing, sing, sing! 
 

 Happy Birthday in July! 
 
 July 1 Ruth Lange 

 July 3 Linda Doran 

 July 14 William Martin 

 July 14 Bev Blaisdell 

 Did you know that we have a Planned Parenthood Auxiliary that meets at St. Mark's? 
Our own Margaret Depreister is a member. One of the wonderful ways they support Planned 
Parenthood is by providing new newborn clothing and diapers for low income families. The 
group does not meet in July.  
 
 
 During the month of July St. Mark's is collecting newborn diapers and newborn 
clothes for Planned Parenthood locations in Contra Costa County to help fill the void that 
happens in the summer months. If you can help, please bring new items to the sanctuary for 
collection on Sundays during July. Your gifts will make a big difference for a family in need.  

During JulyDuring JulyDuring July   
   

bring a newborn a gift!bring a newborn a gift!bring a newborn a gift!   
   

clothing, diapers, otherclothing, diapers, otherclothing, diapers, other   
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Farewell wishes from and for Scott Cushing! 

     Scott Cushing has been part of St. Mark’s community for nearly three 
years.  He arrived from West Virginia to study-research as a post-doctoral 
scholar at UCal Berkeley.  We have appreciated Scott’s presence in our 
midst as he became a member on Easter Sunday in 2016.  He has stepped 
in to present sermons from time to time when Michele has been away. He 
has also provided tech support for our computer wherewithal, as we see 
him in this photo.  I believe the humor going on in the background tells a 
story of Scott’s good nature and sharing spirit.  
      
     Here are comments from Scott to help us understand what he will be 
doing in the next chapter of his journey: 

I am moving to Pasadena CA to start my professorship at Caltech. I am located in the Chemistry 

department but will be doing mixed chemistry/physics research. I have been training to be a pro-

fessor now for almost 10 years (undergrad, PhD, postdoc), so I am super excited to finally get to 

start this stage of my career. Also to be near good surfing!   

 

What I will miss most about the bay area is the rolling hills and cattle grazing land where I live. 

Fortunately, I have found an equivalent in LA so I do not have to lose the California Dream!  And 

of course, I will miss my St. Marks family (although I am only 45 minutes away by air, so you will 

still see me). You all were a family for me when I first arrived and through hard times. I am grate-

ful to everyone, especially Michele, for helping me start a new hobby as a lay pastor. It was a 

dream I had always had, but you were the first congregation I was comfortable speaking openly 

to. You can be sure I will be looking for St. Marks of LA!  

Godspeed, Scott!  Keep in touch!  We will miss you! 

 

 

 

Our Children enjoy quiet activity 

during Sunday worship.   
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Life at St. Mark’s in photos 

Rev. Michele Robbins being ordained as Elder in the California-Nevada Annual Conference of 
the UMC during ordination service June 22.  She is surrounded by mentors and other Elders, as 
her ordination is conferred by Bishop Minerva Carcano.  

St. Mark’s welcomes four new members into our fellowship on June 24.  Brent Goetzl, Linda 
Doran, and Laurie Goetzl offer their presence as Rev. Michele leads the litany for profession 
of faith with new members Tony and Laura Allen [holding two of their three little ones], Laurie 
da Silveira, and Pavlina Markova.   



 

 

    

Calendar for Calendar for Calendar for JULY JULY JULY 201820182018   
 
Special Dates:    Sunday, July 22, 1:00 p.m. Hymn Sing 

    At Moraga Royale, 1600 Canyon Road, Moraga 

 

   Wednesday, July 25, mid-week Family-Church   

   5:30 meal, followed by story, song, activity 

 

   Sunday July 29, 7:30  Jazz in July 

    Concert with Mark Holzinger Trio 

 
 
Sunday July 15 Worship Celebration 11:00 a.m. followed by lunch fellowship 
 
Wed July 18  9:00 a.m. morning meditation 
 
Sunday July 22 Worship 11:00, lunch fellowship at noon 
   Hymn Sing at Moraga Royale, 1:00, all are invited. 
 
Wed July 25  5:30 p.m. Gather for meal for our mid-week family church. 
   Followed by story, song, activity, community. 
 
Sunday July 29 Worship 11:00, meal fellowship follows at noon 
 

Sunday July 29 The Mark Holzinger Trio performs, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

   Invite a neighbor, $20 donation suggested. 
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Ongoing events in the life of St. Mark’s 
 

 

 Every Week:  Mondays 9:00 a.m. Yoga 
    Mondays 7:30 p.m. AA Men’s Meeting 
    Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. Guided Meditation 
    Thursdays 9:00 a.m. Yoga  
    Fridays and Saturdays—Pastor’s Sabbath 
 
 
Last Wednesday of each month:   Family-centered Worship at 5:30 
     Meal, story, song, activity, community 
 
Fourth Sunday of each month: Hymn-sing at Moraga Royale at 1:00 p.m. 
     1600 Canyon Road in Moraga 
 All Welcome, come and choose a favorite hymn, visit some good friends! 
  


