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GOOD FRIDAY 
April 14 

9:00 & 4:00 
Gather to watch and 

Reflect 

“Racing to 
Zero” 

Details inside 
 

This week I’ve been preparing for Easter by read-
ing John 20, this year’s Gospel reading on the resurrec-
tion of Christ. I find each of the readings fascinating be-
cause they are so different from one another. As much 
as I love them all, I have to say that the resurrection 
story from the Johannine community is my favorite of 
the four Gospels.  

One of the reasons why I love this telling is the 
interactions between Mary Magdalene and Jesus. Mary 
is in tears after finding Jesus’ body missing from the 
tomb. She has told the disciples, and after they have 
come and gone she takes a second look into the tomb. 
Upon looking again, she sees two angels. They ask her 
why she is weeping and she replies that they have taken 
her Lord away, and she doesn’t know where they have 
laid him. Just then Jesus appears behind her and asks 
her why she is weeping. She mistakes him for the gar-
dener and asks if he has carried him away to please tell 
her where he has laid him. Jesus calls her name, and 
Mary recognizes him. He tells her not to hold onto him, 
for he has yet to ascend to the Father.      [cont’d page 2] 
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How difficult it must have been for Mary to not hold on to Jesus. Imagine going through the 

loss on Friday, sitting with the loss on Saturday, and then seeing Jesus. Of course she would want 
to hold on to him! But Jesus says not to hold on. There is something better yet to come.  

It’s human nature to want to hold on to what we know. We want to hold on to what we are 
comfortable with. We want to hold onto our ways of being that we are used to. We want to hold onto 
what brings us a feeling of security. But what if Jesus is telling us not to hold on? What if Jesus has 
gone before us to prepare something better? Can we, as a congregation, trust in that?  

Through the resurrection, Jesus reveals a new dimension of life and consciousness that 
breaks down our survival-driven humanity and shows us that true life is waiting for us to enter in. In 
this new life, this new way of being, we no longer need to cling to the past or the symbols of reality 
that have been what we used for making meaning and our identity. In this new life we can step into 
the experience of God’s love and know we can claim God’s love and our union with God and each 
other in new ways. This is what we have been working on this past year. 

St. Mark’s has been through an entire life-cycle and is now resurrected. There’s no reason to 
keep looking into the tomb. There’s no reason to cling to what was. We are ready to nurture this new 
life! We have some amazing new ministries and partners, but we need your help to ensure we are 
able to step into what Christ is preparing for us! 

We currently have a shortfall in our budget and have committed to raising $20,000 while we 
are growing our new ministry. We have received two generous gifts from Leslie Johnson. She is giv-
ing an extra $5,000 to her pledged tithe and is also offering a matching gift of up to $2,500 for any 
increases in pledges, new pledges, and gifts we receive. Please consider how you can help us 
reach this goal. The Finance Committee will present a more detailed account of this financial crisis in 
next month’s Spire.  

Another way you can help is to get involved with our new ministries! Your presence is needed 
at guided meditation, yoga, helping with the serenity garden, preparing for the Harmony Center, as-
sisting with diversity dinners, volunteering for VBS, and of course showing up for Sunday worship 
and our Wednesday evening services. I hope you can find within some of these a fit with your pas-
sions and abilities. We are currently a small congregation, but together with our new partners, we 
can grow!  

Here is a list of some of the groups we are partnering/working with: 
 U.C. Berkeley Master Gardener Program 
 Orinda Progressive Action Alliance 
 Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County 
 Orinda Community Church 
 Campolindo Interact Club 
 Communities of Shalom 
 Alternative Learning Center, Concord 
 

I hope this is as inspiring for you as it is for me. Resurrection is here! Let’s move forward into 
new life! 

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Michele 
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 Pastor Michele will be traveling to Uganda and Malawi this fall to lead a 

workshop for women’s empowerment with a focus on domestic violence and educa-

tion for girls and young women.  Women in these countries struggle with oppression 

and many times have no control over their own bodies. Pastor Michele’s team will 

create a safe and sacred space where Christian and Muslim women can share their 

stories. Having their voices heard is the first step in empowerment. As the women 

learn about the cycle of abuse, they will gain an understanding that they are not to 

blame, and they are not alone. Small groups will come together for listening and 

larger groups will find ways to work with each other to promote well-being for girls 

and women within their cultural context.  

 

 Please support this important work by coming to the fund raiser on April 29 

at St. Mark’s. (See the flyer in this month’s Spire for information.) You can also 

make a donation by check to WorldHope Corps, a non-profit connected with the 

United Methodist Church and communities of Shalom that Pastor Michele works 

through to fund this work. Checks can be dropped off or mailed to the office. 

 

 Thank you for all of the ways you work to bring the love of God into our 

world! 
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You Are Invited!You Are Invited!You Are Invited!   
 

Saturday, April 29Saturday, April 29Saturday, April 29   
   

11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.   

 

An opportunity to purchase  

unusual items for yourself or 

gifts, while supporting Rev. 

Michele’s work in rural Uganda 

A fundraiser for Women’s Empowerment in Uganda and Malawi 

 

 

Items for purchase include: 

 

 ~BeautyCounter Cosmetics 

  made from responsible sources and free from harmful chemicals 

 

 ~Shalom Jewelry and Accessories 

  made by women in Uganda 

 

 ~Spirit Jewelry  

  Hand beaded locally 

 

Coffee, juice and pastries will be served. All proceeds 

will be going to support Rev. Michele’s work to em-

power women in rural Uganda and Malawi. Her next 

workshops will be this fall and will focus on domestic 

violence, which is currently an overwhelming problem 

in both nations. 
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The first diversity dinner being planned by the Orinda Progressive Action Alliance is anticipated 
for Friday, May 19.  There will be a vegetarian pot luck dinner where people will be seated with 
people from faith traditions different from their own. We will have conversation starters at each ta-
ble. After the dinner we will have panelists sit up front. They will introduce themselves, speak a 
little about their tradition and answer questions.  
 
Planned for the evening of Friday, May 19 at St. Mark's. We are asking attendees for a $10 dona-
tion that will go to supporting a women's empowerment program with Muslim and Christian 
women in Uganda through WorldHope Corps and Communities of Shalom, an interfaith assets 
based community development movement. If you cannot pay the $10 donation, please let us 
know. We don't want cost to be a hindrance.  

 

 Diversity Dinner—A Justice event 

Serenity GardenSerenity GardenSerenity Garden   
 

A garden project is in the planning stages, and the Board of 
Trustees invites any of us who are interested to their next 
meeting, Thursday, April 20, at 4:00.  Representatives from 
the Univ of California Master Gardeners will be present with 
suggestions and to help guide our planning discussion. 
 
The garden is an exciting gift given in memory of Bob and 
June Donahue, by their family.  The vision includes many 
features that will involve area groups helping in the work of 
getting it started, and our Harmony Center students using it 
as part of their program.  It would be available for the church 
family to use for quiet space or small meditation groups. 

Office schedule Change:Office schedule Change:Office schedule Change:   
 
During April and May, secretary Bev’s office hours will be Thursdays 
and Fridays, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.   
 
Michele has office hours on Wednesdays, and most often can be 
reached at the office, 254-5965. 

 

Yes!   Sunday School! 
 

Thank you to Jillian Robbins for preparing a learning experience with our young folks for the long 
part of worship, the sermon and offering and closing time.  Let your neighbors know.   
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Scripture Readings for April 
 

April 2 Ezekiel 37:1-14 Psalm 130 Romans 8:6-11 John 11:1-45 
 

April 9 Matthew 21:1-11 Psalm 118 

Passion Readings: Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 31.9-16 Philippians 2:5-11 Matthew 26 & 27 
 

April 16 Acts 10:34-43 Psalm 118 Colossians 3:1-4 John 20:1-18 

April 23 Acts 2:1-41,23-32 Psalm 16 1 Peter 1:3-9 John 20:19-31 
 

April 30 Acts 2:14a,36-41 Psalm 116 1 Peter 1:17-23 Luke 24:13-35 

 
 

In May our book club will discuss  the enthralling adventure and stirring love story, "Cold Mountain" 
by Charles Frazier.  Our choice for June is "Dead Wake: the last crossing of the Lusitania.", by Erik 
Larson. Meetings are held the first Monday of the month at 1:00 pm, in the Moraga Wing and last 
one hour.  All are welcome!  Julie Helms 

 Book Club—May and June 

AprilAprilApril   

CelebrationsCelebrationsCelebrations   

Happy Anniversary 

Brent and Laurie Goetzl,    

April 6 

 

Happy Birthday 

Bruce Mattson, April 22 

 

 

Palm Sunday, worship April 9 at 11, followed by lunch together.   
    We re-visit the people we have met during Lent. 
Holy Thursday, at Walnut Avenue UMC, Noon soup Luncheon, followed by Worship.  All invited. 
Good Friday,    9:00 and 4:00:  We view documentary Racing to Zero, reflect on Christ’s death  
     and resurrection and our part in bringing Resurrection to a suffering Creation. 
Easter Sunday morning:  11 Worship, bring fresh flowers to fill our cross of flowers.   
      Lunch follows.  Come and sing our Alleluias! 



 

 

    

Calendar for Calendar for Calendar for April 2017April 2017April 2017   
 

Special Dates: Good Friday 9:00 and 4:00 showing-discussion of “Racing to Zero” 
   Harmony Gathering, Wednesday April 26, 5:30 meal, community 
   Uganda-Malawi Mission Fundraiser, Saturday, April 29, 11:00 a.m. 
 

April 2017 DATES: 
 
Sunday, April 2:    11:00 a.m. Worship with Sunday School, potluck follows 
    Fifth Sunday in Lent, special offering for Uganda-Malawi 
 
Monday, April 3:  1:00 p.m. Book Club,  Orinda Room, all invited 
 
Sunday, April 9:   11:00 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship celebration, lunch follows 
    5:00 p.m. Community Healing Service, Walnut Ave UMC 
 
Sunday, April 9:   11:00 a.m. Worship celebration, lunch follows 
 
Thursday, April 13:  Noon, at Walnut Ave UMC, Holy Thursday gathering 
    Soup luncheon at noon, followed by worship. All invited 
 

Friday, April 14:  9:00 & 4:00, Good Friday viewing of Racing to Zero,  

    We remember Christ’s death, explore creation as sacred. 

 

Sunday April 16  Easter Resurrection Worship, new members welcomed 

 
Wednesday, April 19: 4:00 p.m. Book Study of “Engaged Spirituality” continues 
 
Thursday, April 20:  4:00 p.m.  Board of Trustees, gardener guests for discussion 
    5:00 p.m.  Church Council meets 
 
Sunday, April 23:  11:00 a.m.  Worship Celebration, lunch follows 
 

Wednesday April 26: 5:30  Harmony Gathering, Meal, Story, Music, Community 

 

Saturday April 29:  11:00  Fundraiser for Uganda-Malawi, sale, conversation 

 
Sunday, April 30::     11:00 a.m.  Worship Celebration, followed by lunch at noon 
 
Monday May 1 1:00 p.m. Book Club, Moraga Room—”Cold Mountain” 
 

Every Week: Mondays 9:00 a.m. Yoga 
   Mondays 7:30 p.m. AA Men’s Meeting 
   Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. Guided Meditation 
   Thursdays 9:00 a.m. Yoga  
 
Note:  Sunday Program for small folks during Sunday Sermon time. 
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